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Sarah Montoya: First graduate from UTSA Women's

Studies program
Share this Story Sarah Montoya

By Kris Rodriguez
Public Affairs Specialist

(Dec. 16, 2009)--In 2008, the UTSA College of Liberal Arts began offering a bachelor's degree in Women's
Studies and this weekend the college will mark a milestone with the first graduate from the program.

Sarah Montoya, a 22-year-old Corpus Christi native, is graduating Cum Laude with a grade point average of 3.5,
and will participate in the Friday, Dec. 18 ceremonies at 6:30 p.m. for the College of Liberal and Fine Arts and the
College of Public Policy.

In 2008, Montoya was majoring in English and minoring in Women's Studies as her original graduation date
drew closer. With the new major in Women's Studies now being offered, Montoya decided to stay an extra
semester to complete the course requirements and earn two bachelor's degrees, one in English, the otherin
Women's Studies.

"I think that was really important for me to do because | think that's where my future is, and Women's Studies is
kind of a vocation," said Montoya. "A commitment to feminism is a political and activist commitment that is
going to take up a huge part of your life."

As a Women's Studies major, Montoya spent much of her time away from school working with social justice
organizations and events in San Antonio such as the Esperanza Peace and Justice Center, the San Antonio Free
Speech Coalition and the International Women's Day March.

While pursuing her double major, Montoya was fortunate to take classes, then later serve as an intern and
undergraduate research assistant for Women's Studies Institute Executive Director Sonia Saldivar-Hull.
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"Sarah was one of the best undergraduates | have had the privilege of teaching at UTSA," said Saldivar-Hull. "I
have no doubt that she will continue her exceptional academic career and earn her PhD in Women's Studies. |
look forward to someday working with her as a colleague."

Additionally, as an Honors College graduate, Montoya wrote a thesis on Latina children's literature and focused
on social scripts and behavioral models. Two of the experts she consulted were Hull and Ben Olguin, UTSA
Associate Professor of English.

"Sarah is a theoretically sophisticated student scholar who is engaged with her historical moment as an activist,
said Olguin. "She's an organic intellectual who dialectically draws upon her community's needs to shape her
academic work, and uses her academic work to impact her community and society at large."

The first in her family to graduate from a university, Montoya looks to pursue a master's degree at UTSA, then
travel outside San Antonio to pursue a doctoral degree in Women's Studies at one of the 14 universities in the
country that offers a doctoral in the discipline.

Events

Saturday, February 18, 8:00 a.m.

Basura Bash

East Campus Drive Lot, Main Campus

Saturday, February 18 - Monday, February 20
Consecutive Interpreting for Legal Settings (English-Spanish)

McKinney Humanities Building (MH 3.01.28), Main Campus

Tuesday, February 21, 5:30 p.m.

Building Bridges by Crossing Borders: How Citizen Diplomacy is Creating Global Stability

University Center, Denman Room (UC 2.01.28), Main Campus

Wednesday, February 22, 11:00 a.m.

From Disappointment to Demands: Converting Wishes to Politics

University Center, Denman Room (UC 02.01.28), Main Campus

Wednesday, February 22, 6:00 p.m.

The Status and Future of Ethnic/Race and Women’s Studies

University Center, Denman Room (UC 2.01.28), Main Campus

Saturday, February 25, 8:00 a.m.

33rd Annual Diploma Dash 5K
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Convocation Center, Main Campus

Saturday, February 25, 9:00 a.m.

13th Annual Storytelling Festival

Main Building, ground floor, Main Campus

Saturday, February 25, 1:00 p.m.
2017 IDS Colloquium & Guiseppe Antonio and Marietta Martinello Prize for Inquiry

Business Building, University Room (BB 2.06.04), Main Campus

Submit an Event

UTSA's Mission

The University of Texas at San Antonio is dedicated to the advancement of knowledge through research and
discovery, teaching and learning, community engagement and public service. As an institution of access and
excellence, UTSA embraces multicultural traditions and serves as a center for intellectual and creative resources
as well as a catalyst for socioeconomic development and the commercialization of intellectual property - for
Texas, the nation and the world.

UTSA's Vision

To be a premier public research university, providing access to educational excellence and preparing citizen
leaders for the global environment.

UTSA's Core Values

We encourage an environment of dialogue and discovery, where integrity, excellence, inclusiveness, respect,
collaboration and innovation are fostered.
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